
TRAVELON GAMELON:  Promenade and Concert Versions   by Richard Lerman 
 
Promenade Version 
 
This piece exists in two versions, The Promenade Version, for 20 amplified bicycles and riders and The Concert Version for 3 bicycles and 
6 performers.  Usually, the Promenade version is run first and riders gather with their bicycles about 2 hours prior to the start of the ride. This 
part of the event is as much fun as the ride itself.  This part of the event should be in a very visible and public place.  As the bicycles get 
wired, each person learns how to do it, and helps the others.  It will be best to have at least 2 persons from the Binaural with me at this site. 
The route must be planned in advance and it ought to include one area where everyone walks the bicycles.  This produces a very lovely 
sound and is effective in a downtown area.  
 
So, I will bring the 20 amplifiers, speakers and pickups for the Promenade.  I think it's best to limit the event to that many riders.  The 
sponsors, or the bicycle riders themselves must supply batteries--we need 6 AA cells (Alkaline) for each bicycle.  I would also limit the age of 
riders to 12 or older unless they are with their parents, or older brother or sister.  (If this piece were to be produced in Nodar, then younger 
children can ride.)   
 
The event is most successful when people learn about it well in advance, and then make reservations to be in the piece.  This can be done 
through arts groups, or the local bicycling community.  Almost any bicycle is OK--they must have metal spokes though. Small children's 
bicycles with short & thick spokes don't sound so good.    
 
In the past, sponsors have made tee shirts for the riders--these have usually been donated by a bicycle shop or a shirt company, and are an 
inducement to ride in the piece.  I can send a graphic to you for shirt, if you think this is a good idea.  If the shirts are all the same color, it helps 
to keep the group really visible-even in traffic.    
 
I can ride in it too, and perhaps you can find a bicycle for me.  Inevitably, there are minor problems with some bicycles--bumps in the road, 
etc., sometimes make one of the parts come loose.  I usually ride at the back of the group so that I can fix the one or two things as they break, 
and then catch up with the group.  The promenade ends where the concert version begins.  AS the concert version is being played, the riders 
may take the equipment off their bicycles.  Concert version takes about 18 minutes to perform. 
 
Concert Version 
 
The Concert Version requires 3 rehearsals.  Of course, it is best to have persons perform who are able to read music, but if they cannot, I 
have created an alternate notation.  In the past, I have performed the piece with young persons about 12 -14 years old.  This performance is 
not as ʻaccurateʼ but works out just fine for the spirit of this piece.  It is a bit difficult to play an upside down bicycle, but after 3 rehearsals, the 
piece always works out just fine. 
 
Equipment needed:   3 bicycles (they must have metal spokes!!) 
  2 good loudspeakers and stereo power amp (suitable for outdoors!) 
  1 six-channel mixer (with mic inputs and trim gains, similar to Mackie 1604) 
  Cables to go from mixer to amp; and amp to loudspeakers 
  I will bring the audio pickups and audio cables to go from bicycles to mixer 



Travelon Gamelon Images   Richard Lerman

3 - 7    Older performances:  Zagreb & Split (1979), Minneapolis (1980) 
           and Houston (1983)

8 - 22  Wiring the bicycles and performances, Missoula, Montana  (2008)

23 - 27  Wiring the bicycles and performances, Houston  (2009)

28 - 29  Route Maps from Zagreb and Missoula
 
Other images and video at:   www.sonicjourneys.com 
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